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Kelly McQueen

System Placement Program Planner

Georgia AOC

244 Washington St., Suite 300

Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Ms. McQueen:

The Knowledge and Information Service (KIS) was asked the effect of
changing from partisan to non-partisan judicial elections on efficiency in the
judiciary, customer satisfaction, voter tumout, ete. -

As we discussed, states with judicial elactions tend to move from partisan

to nonpartisan, not vice versa. The change is often a resuit of compromise
between partisan elections and appointment. Some states that have moved from
partisan to nonpartisan elections eventually did away with elections altogether.

C ) The American Judicature Society (AJS) has identifiad two different trends
A in the shift toward nonpartisan election \

southern states. Nearly half of the sta : .
their constitutions to allow nonpartisan judicial
elections include Arkansas, Mississippi, and North Carolina.
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UPS or another insured carier:

Becker, Daniel, and Malia Reddick. Judicial Selection Reform: Examples

from Six States. Des Moines: American Judicature Society, 2003. See
especially chapter 4, “Partisan to Nonpartisan Elections in Mississippi,” pp.

27-33. This is available online at www.ais. org/js/jsreform. pdf.

bench. This study, while dated, attempted to measure diversity in
Jurisdictions partisan versus nonpartisan elections (as well as other
methods of judicial selection). {pp. 18-19)

Flango, Victor Eugene, and Craig R. Ducat. "What Difference Does
Judicial Selection Make? Selection Procedures In State Courts of Last
Resort.” Justice System Joumal 5 (1978): 25. This is quite dated; however,

the basic research issues posed are still vaild,

| was unable to reach anyone at the Institute of Government (10G) at the
University of North Caroiina Chapel Hill. The 10G focuses on various political
science issues in North Carolina, and someone there might be able to speak
about North Carolina’s expsrience with nonpartisan judicial elections. See
www.sog. unc.eduw/ to find out more about 10G. | will let you know if | hear more

from them.
I hope this has been helpful. if you would like to'explore the possibility of

commissioning NCSC to convene a study on this topic, please contact David
Rottman at 767-259-1858, or Laura Klaversma at 303-308-.4301.

KIS is supported by assessments from all fifty states and individual
contributions. in exchange for our services we ask that you complete and retum
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